Message from Mr José Manuel Durfio Barroso, President of the European
Commission, to the Right Honourable Sir Anand Satyanand,
Governor General of New Zealand

"YOUR EXCELLENCY,

I WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS, ON BEHALF OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND IN MY OWN
NAME, MY SINCERE CONDOLENCES TO YOU, TO THE PEOPLE OF NEW ZEALAND AND TO THE
FAMILIES AFFECTED BY THE DEADLY MINING ACCIDENT AT THE PIKE RIVER MINE ON SOUTH
ISLAND. THIS ACCIDENT HAS ALSO AFFECTED THE EU AS TWO OF THE MINERS, PETER
ROGER AND MALCOLM CAMPBELL, WERE ORIGINALLY FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. TWO
AUSTRALIANS AND A SOUTH AFRICAN ARE ALSO AMONG THE DEAD AND I EXTEND MY
SINCERE CONDOLENCES TO ALL OF THEIR FAMILIES AS WELL. | WOULD ALSO LIKE TO PAY
TRIBUTE TO THOSE RESCUERS WHO HAVE WORKED SO HARD IN THE DAYS SINCE THE FIRST
EXPLOSION IN THE MINE TO FIND A MEANS OF BRINGING THE MINERS TO THE SURFACE ALIVE,
LET ME ASSURE YOU OF THE SOLIDARITY OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AT THIS MOST
DIFFICULT TIME.

YOURS SINCERELY,

JOSE MANUEL DURAO BARROSO”



